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who did such things in despite of her friends, her father
and mother being still alive, and was conversant with
men before the day of open wedlock. But, stranger, heed
well what I say, that as soon as may be thou mayst gain
at my father's hands an escort and a safe return. Thou
shalt find a fair grove of Athena, a poplar grove near the
road, and a spring wells forth therein, and a meadow lies
all around. There is my father's demesne, and his fruit-
ful close, within the sound of a man's shout from the city.
Sit thee down there, and wait until such time as we may
have come into the city and reached the house of my
father. But when thou deemest that we are got to the
palace, then go up to the city of the Phaeacians, and ask
for the house of my father Alcinous, high of heart. It is
easily known, and a young child could be thy guide, for
nowise like it are builded the houses of the Phaeacians,
so goodly is the palace of the hero Alcinous. But when
thou art within the shadow of the halls and the court, pass
quickly through the great chamber, till thou comest to my
mother, who sits at the hearth in the light of the fire,
weaving yarn of sea-purple stain, a wonder to behold.
Her chair is leaned against a pillar, and her maidens sit
behind her. And there my father's throne leans close to
hers, wherein he sits and drinks his wine, like an im-
mortal. Pass thou by him, and cast thy hands about my
mother's knees, that thou mayst see quickly and with joy
the day of thy returning, even if thou art from a very
far country. If but her heart be kindly disposed toward
thee, then is there hope that thou shalt see thy friends,
and come to thy well-builded house and to thine own
country." The clever maiden had already learned where
lies the real seat of authority.

Soon stranger and maiden part, and Nausicaa drives to
the gateway of the palace, and her brothers loose the